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LAW OFFICE OF
GEO. H. YEAMAN,
44 WALl ST.

NEw YORK, Sep_tszg’lggs. - 180,

While writing yes terday afternoon, I was still mors impress
ed with the feeling that it would be easy to make a big mistake in
this matter. Eminent business men in New York are perhaps not
different from the same class in other large cities. They seem
ex tremely aveérse to be“fapproached by a stranger on any subject.
If it turns out to he business, of course they have to listen and
decides If 1t turns out to be someth'‘ng in the nature of "influ-
ence® or of "pull", they quietly turn round and go to writing
about some thing else or make some other more manifest demonstra-
tion. Upon such subjects they allow themselves ta be approached
onnily by intimate friends of long standing, and then it ought to
be done somewhat delicately and skilfully.

I went to consult with my friend William J. Curtis, a
lawyer of prominence here and noted for his quick, accurate and
solid judgments in the unangement of men and things, and he is a
good organizer. I supposed also that he might be acquainted with
some of the parties. He went through the whole thing carefully
with much detail., He krnows Mr. Tod but not well enough he thinks
to approach him on such a subject. He did not mention having any
personal acquaintance with Mr. Buge, hut seems to know all about
him, his me thods, and manner of doing things. His conclusion was
that neither Mr. Tod nor Mr. Buge will desire to have anything to
do with such an appointment, and would probably not be &allowed to
do s0y, but that the whole thing will rest with Mr. Trunbull sas
President, possibly influenced by Gen. Dodge. He spoke of Dodge
as a strong man and his assistance to you being material.

But whether Mr. T and Mr. B would be allowed fo interfere
or not , he was clearly and emphatically ol the opinion that any
attempt by outsiders to influence them in the matter , especially
80 with Mr. T, would only be an injury and a very decided one.

His views correspond precisely with what I had feared wowld be

the result of suchan application. And with the views I nowy have

on the subject I could not make such application in your irterest
nor advise you to allow it to be done, unless sagné bet'ter means of
influsnce than any I now see shall be discovered.

He thought the case was different with Mr. Wise. He is
reputed to be a jolly, social, easy-going lawyar, and that laying
the ma tter before him might lead to something usefuly, and c auld, in
no event, probably do any harm, and advised that it be done.

He believes that the directors and those financially inter:t-
ested in the road will have nothing whatever to say on the subject
and that it will rest almost entirely with the President.

He called my attention to another feature of the situzaticn
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NEw YORK, S@ Pt 2751898 5— B0~

by ebserving that so far as he knows, in all cases of receivership
for railroads, while there is a counsel for the receivers, the
road 1tself continues to have counsal or solicitors to represent
it, and he ‘sBugmested as of considerable importance to know whether
this road has counsel or solicitors at Denver,or elsewhesp in the
West, who have been its regular advisers, and who are jdischarging
that function. If 8o, the possibility of their continulng as such
for the consolidated road, and,if not, the possibility of securing
their influence is to be considered.

He askad me the question- "Why don't vour brother get the
aid of Senator Wolcott?® I answered that prob&bly for the resson
thet Wolcott & Vaile wanted this business qui te as much as you
did. He nodded and smiled. This is ms far as I have gone. I mRy
or mgy not drop in om Mr. Wise before hsaring from you on the
subject.

Very truly yours,



FRANK EDWARD GOVE.
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(Copy)

Superintendent’s Rooms,
High School Puilding,
Denver, Colo., Sept. 22, 1898,

Dr, Hicholas Murray Putler,

Columbia College,

Hew York, N. Y,

My Dear Butler:-

Be kind enough to read the enclosed letter and return to me.
I ask you to do nothinz anout the matter to which reference is made,
but to tell me if you perhaps can do anything if opportunity demands.

i irgemn ‘ 1 »

The y&ntor partner of the writer of the enclosed you will possinly
recognize; the writer himself is eminent as a jurist, somwhat as a
politician and as a gentleman, One of his brothers of your city,
George H., Yeam:.un, #44 Wall St., is as eminent as he is modest.
So gooba position as the counsel of a great road offers, is, oi-
course, important to my son. He willl do nothing improper, but as
Judgze Yeaman mentions in the close of his letter, we feel that any

proper means should be used.
I have no reason for believing that your immediate friends
are interested in the bonds or the proprietorship of these great

roads, but the sudden death of Hobson, whose memory we all mourn,

creates a vacancy which is desirable,



-

I need not add that my son wishes nothing said about it
immedjately, but asks me to confer with any friends I have in New
York City, to ask for assistance if assistance shall be possible,
Of course, when I am asked about a friend in New York City, I imme-
diately think of Nicholas Murray Butler as the head and front of
the exceedingly small line of the ranks of friendship.

I trust the year opens pleasantly to you, and am gratified
to know of your continued rise to the higher and higher plane in the
literary as well as the pedagogical world.

Yours truly,

Aaron Gove.

(One enclosure.)



COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY
NEW YORK

FACULTY OF PHiLOSCPHY

Sept. 26, 1898,
Supt. Aaron Gove,
Denver, Colo.
My dear Gove:

Only yesterday one or two men asked me how long since I
had heard from you, and in as much as I had to say "some months", I
was more than usually glad to see your letter thls morning.

I return herewith Judge Yeaman's letter. I remember
him perfectly, as you introduced me to him three years ago in Denver,
In additien to that you told me a good deal about him, whichk I have

not forgotten.

It so happens that Mr. Tod whom yoii mention, 1s very well
known t o me indeed, both socially and in a busliness way. It will give
me pleasure, not only on the merits of the case, but because you ask
it, to say something that I hope may he of service. I 1like to do
these things quietly and without any fuss, and, therefcre, you may
never hear that anything very much has been done; but I will, never-
theless, see that the matter 1is attended to to the test of my ability.

The year 1z Jjust opening here, apparently with excellent
prospects, and with plenty to do. We are all comcerrnod at trke mement
with the despicable and dirty attack that a lot of cheap and discreditead
politicians have attempted to make upoa Thecdore Roosevelt, whom we all
want to have and prepose to have for Governor, That is the excltement
of tke hour; but as you see all about it in the rewspapers I need not

enlarge.



I came away from Washington feeling greatly rleased at

what we were able to accomplishk for the N.E.A. I endorse every word
of wkat you wrote 1In last Colorade School Journal, The old Assccla-
tion, of which we are so proud, has a splendld future beforéfand noth-

Ao
ing that any of the younger generation Qé:130 can deprive you ploneers

of the glory and credit that belongs to you.

With affectionate regard, I am, as aiways,

Yours,A‘ AMA“LW/N;QTff
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